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Milk has also baw rationed: 1 3/4 liter per person per week* — 

Burlng tiie last few seeks there was sonething like a potato-war orsr here* 
Particularly la the larger c it tea — no potato to he got for Says on end. At 7 
»**• the woman wn already lining up near the greengrocers * shops; now «*»* 

there were -free fights with pails, etc. After that people seat to country 
places, m their bicycles, in search of potatoes. - It was prohibted to transport 
nor® than ten kilos ***) at a time, and the earners sere not supposed, to soil 
to private people direct. But may people got theaselree soste sort of stock, 
la that war.- Sos» of then brought hack as noch as 25 kilos, but others were 
caught. At night potato-stocks of the farmers -and in the warehouses were plun- 
dered. Bos, since April 28, se can get potatoes on the ration card! 1§ Mies 
P«r person per seek, le don't eat each and tot sy faflily I normally use f Mies- 
each wefk, while no* I can only get 4^ kilos. Basalt: two days each seek- se 

hare to flake shift without potato*®- for .large faaillea, and sore particularly 
the laborers, it is a little worse still because potatoes in thkse clieles are 
a fleet leper taat ifesn of the dally diet, particularly now that bread -beeones . 
soot &»* It is true that so got an extra ration of beans (5GQ grans) a n d 250 
grans of rice to last two seeks* 

Therefore: things do not look too good, as far as food is concerned, 

la our dear little country of *ailk and honey* . Bat how could it be different 
with a neighbor who is so impudent , and in constant need of so «aeh? In the 
papers se can read, oyer and over again, that the shortage results frost ota? lack 
of ecHBunal feeling because so assy people hare “such great stocks* of potatoes* 
but .in other years we were all of us able to hate large stock® and yet e xport 
seTer&l thousand waggon loads without ever being * short*. Bow, since ussy souths 
we base been forced to eat the so— called * black* 'potatoes thatothersise .not a 
hnaan being will eat. Timm potatoes are greatly water— yet we way sot 
if we look at what happens in 8elgie«. It is much worse oyer there »«<t I an told 


the potato peelings from Holland are mM there for 10 and 15 coats par 
kilogram. 


ore only to he bead la the oateanst need, that is* if you only 
possess one pair of shoes and they mast bo mended* As to furniture— I bate n 
oaitlag three months for a pies# of parlor furniture and that was not considered 
ioa S* : *«etory may nee no acre than 4 # of * noble* wood par month* It 

wtMm % of coarse, the ruination of those factories. 

Set it is still worse with metals. the stocks of non-iron ooatainiag 
awtals, amh as copper, aluminum, etc.) hex* been listed and, according to of. 
fieial information, a great deal of this goes to Germany. But another * important 
Vert* remiss here, at the disposal of the German aray and German orders la 
general, while a wary smell part (abt* rasa ins avAilsbl® exclusively far 

the so-called ’free industries' . 

Y©« no doubt know that for clothing we gat 100 points per person par 

six months. Those 100 points cower everything, ala® hensahold linen, work cloths 

etc, I bought a costume for 56 points and a length of silk far a blouse {self- 

made clothes a re cheaper) for 10 points. With the remaining 54 points I shall 

have to buy underwear, stockings and eventual renewal of my household linen. Wot 
In 

the men it is, i* anything, worse: a suit TO points, rain coat 56 points, shirt 

20 points, socks 6 points. la many aew materials artificial silk has been 
with the result that it creases very easily. 

0°©d materials are, of course, very expensive indeed, notwithstanding 
the "Price angulation* that thus far has not achieved very much. 

In my last letter I told you something about fuel. Vo have a house with 
6 rooms for which we bum a stove and 2 so-called ’slow combustion* hearths. One 
haarth, aoravoer, is connected with a radiator so that normally four mams can be 
heated* During the winter 1939-1940 we used 35 Hectoliter anthracite. Dow we 
have been given a ration card for 21 Hectoliter. Of this ’supply* one section was 



declared worthless right away, and after March 110 more tala was given though 

the card still bad 4 unused coupons! -la .April it was aot aeeessary to heat the 
*' » 

house, feat now/ is bitterly cold again. Spring is dry and sunny tbls year, feat 
since aaay months a exceedingly sold wind has been blowing. All in «H, we hare 
bad to do with IS hectoliter only— or less than half oar normal need. 

Consequently many people were ill with colds and rheumatics this 

winter— mainly through lack of heating at hose as well as ia workshops , factories 

/ 

and shops, fe were told that the distribution of coil would fee continued through- 
out the summer, for next winter — but sow we here been informed that this will not 
happen either. Our neighbor wants both the coal and the railroad waggons too 
badly for himself! 

Maybe you know already that all lews mast hand in their radio sets. 

After the prohibition to visit cinema* s this decree — and also, ignite recently, 
that Jems are not to visit the Stock Exchange any more. Moreover, ia many cafe’s 
are placards saying "lews are not wanted here.* 

The prison in Schevingen is nowadays called the "Hotel Orange*. One 
morning the following was found chalked on the wall; "In this hoosegow you’ll 
find no eriainals**bttt only the cream of Holland* s best — a— iti* 

Are you aware of the fact that we have only stamps with the value in 
large figures—ao longer with the quern’s effigy? Many people stick those stamps 
ia the middle or at the very left of the envelope or post card. They say; the 
place in the righthand top corner remains for the Queen. We think exactly as the 
Leyden students; when they were ordered to tske away the Queen’s portrait there 
was, next day, a message in its place; "temporarily absent!* 

The youngsters give us a great deal of pleasure. When I asked ay son 
whether the beautiful portrait of our Queen still hangs at school, he answered: 
"Tea — every morning we draw ourselves up in front of it and salute the Queenl" 

We heard from England that the Queen is sow residing outside London* That pleases 


as gsfsatly decease London is a little tee dangerous. In ber latest Speech the 
®* la ** gftTe h«r 3«k paint© have lest all contact with as. Sometimes wa 
®®rs#lvee whether she still tee enough confidence in as. This we would »w^ 
to tall tar personally : that la oar heart s as sail as ia oar conversations the 

mast of Orange always reears. Mm the %aaea speaks all Holland listens. 

) 

fhs Princess*® anniversary has hat beea forgotten here. Prohibition 
notwithstanding many people walked about with orange insignia. I even saw a 
ehlM in an orange frock with a r@d-«hlte-blae heltl ' In one street the people 
had all hang oat the "naked” flagpoles* «** children of acquaintances of eoaree 
had discovered orange-colored sugar boons In a shop and they were sold in no time. 
Oards of ooagra tula t ions sere sent to one* a friends and at night you am groups 
of young people, walking or on their bikes, ml© over and over again sang the anthem 
and shouted "Orange above mill* la the school-trolleys, too, aaay patriotic songs 
ware sang In which the adults heartily participated, low we enjoyed the broadcast 
of the small princesses* voices, fortunately the receiptloa happened to be excep- 
tionally good, low we would love to see those darlings again. A friend of 
has a photograph of Beatrix with the inscriptions W I am sure to bedel** I 
sincerely hope it will be so ©ml 

Qa the first of May, the *day of labor*, everyone has been requested to 
give his employees a day off, as such as in any way possible. But apart fr om the 
Official Departments and dcvanMcat institutions only a few workgivars of a certain 
IgMlli political axftaz color lave complied with this request, m great contrast 
with other years the laborers themselves stowed no interest whatever ia the whole 
affair. The Batchil Hazis hung oat their party flag that day, and the so-called 
Princes* flat. 

■d few receptions excluded, your broadcasts some through very clearly. 

We are so eager to hear news and if possible good news! We are in a harry, over 
hare, you understand! If only with a view to the food problem. At present almost 



fcs still st little la stock (that is* those libs ess pay for |,%|) # 
j. stocks sill sis© In© ©rheas ted asd there w ill "be a© eh*nfi o t© ba l 


or tbs 


winter* 


Isariy is the sornlag — s little while ago— two large placards were 
k»a away* Oa it was oae word, written, ia large letters; gy g ; 

*s 

^ank Heavens it is not as ted as all ttet yet and as, Dutch people, 
still keep ©oarage sad trust ia a final victory* 1* are having a bard tiise of 
it tad tilings will beooaa sore difficult ©very day. But generally speaking, 
people agree that w@ will bare to tear it end gria. The greater the shortage, 
people say, the sooner everything will he over. 

It is far froa agreeable that everybody, no matter the work he does, 
works for the enemy— for that is practically the only available work right aow. Is 
oae* a ooataets with those workgivers one has to beeceedingly careful not to betray 
one* s real wood and opinions! 

Our heartiest greetings to all Catch people la your region, particularly 


(sgd*) ms, HHBIOfS* 


*) Oae pound (Bateh^ of 500 grans equals appr. 1| lb. 
**) A Catch f liter* equals appr* 1*05 C* s* quarts* 
***? Oae kilo equals 2 Dutch pounds, or 1GGQ grams* 



